U2     OF THE MEEK AND THE MIGHTY
It was the French Revolution that created and strengthened
the notion of the patrie, of patriotism, and the conscripted
armies of the nineteenth century were already shedding their
blood under the star of the new-born monster of nationalism,
which devours its own children.
But it was not only the state of Austria-Hungary, under-
mined by nationalism, that foundered. What vanished with
it was the ideology, the moral code which had been the
support of generations of men. Only to the very few is it
given to awaken and develop their own ethical impulses,
and boldly to free themselves from that share of inherited
and acquired ideas that forces the blinkers of intolerance
on to free eyes. The average man, be he peasant or ruler,
workman or capitalist, is and always will be the product
of his environment. Thinking is a most uncomfortable process,
and so we stumble through life, clinging to the railings of
ready-made notions of honour and moral codes to keep from
falling.
However reluctantly, selfishness must make sacrifices
to the necessity of life in common with other people in the
form of collective ideas of honour, of systems of professional
and other communal ethics, whose object it is to spare us the
painful personal facing of moral problems as they arise. Most
people have collective moral ideas. The citizen of a normally
functioning state is subject to a series of codes which partly
overlap and partly contradict each other. As a business man,
he is subject to the usages prescribed by the Chamber of Com-
merce. Advertising his goods in the Press, he is guided by the
code of honour in advertising, and when his competitors
have gradually made it impossible for him to invent poetic
and non-existent qualities for his wares, his subconscious
mind turns a somersault and, making a virtue of necessity,
he proudly avows the principle of 'Truth in advertising'.
As a man, he has, of course, his masculine code of honour,
which is furiously contested by his wife. In the card-room he
naturally respects the card-player's code of honour, cannot,